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SUBJECT: PURTHER NOTES ON "APPEAL TO ALGERIAN PEOPLE" 

REF: ALGIERS 0677 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOPF, ONE OF FOREIGN 
JOURNALIST TO WHOM ALGERIAN OPPOSITIONIST BENYOUCEP 
BEN KHEDDA DELIVERED HIS "APPEAL TO ALGERIAN PEOPLE" 

MADE POLLOWING POINTS: 

A. DURING APPROXIMATELY LIVE MINUTES THAT 

BEN KHEDDA WAS IN JOURNALIST'S OFPICE, HE SAID THAT 

REASON FOR APPEAL WAS REGIN'S PREPARATION POR PROMULGATION OP 

NATIONAL CHARTER AND ELECTIONS. BEN KHEDDA INDICATED THAT THESE 

MOVES WOULD CONFIRM ALGERIA’S MOVE AWAY PROM DEMOCRACY 

AND COULD NOT THEREPORE BE ALLOWED TO GO UNCHALLENGED. 

CONTRADICTORY TO POREIGN PRESS REPORTS, BEN KHEDDA SAID 

HE HAD DELIVERED APPEAL ONLY TO CERTAIN MINISTERS AND 

NOT TO COUNCIL OP REVOLUTION MEMBERS. BEN KHEDDA ALSO 

SAID, IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION, THAT HE AND 

ASSOCIATES ACTING ALONE. 

B. POLICE OFPICIAL WHO VISITED JOURNALIST SHORTLY 
ALTER BEN KHEDDA DEPARTED MADE HIS PRESENTATION IN 
LOW, EVEN FRIENDLY KEY. OPFICIAL SAID THAT , WHEN HE 
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CONTENDING THAT SERIOUS JOURNALISTS WOULD NOT 
PUBLISH SUCH UNEOUNDED REPORT. (OFFICIAL MAY HAVE SAID 
THIS WITH TONGUE IN CHEEK. JOURNALIST HAD EVERY 
INTENTION OF PUBLISHING APPEAL AND REERAINED FROM DOING 
SO ONLY ON DIRECT THREAT OF EXPULSION.) POLICE OEFICIAL 
SAID TOP LEVEL OF NATIONAL POLICE OVERRULED HIM AND 
SENT HIM TO GATHER UP ALL COPIES OF APPEAL IMMEDIATELY. 

OFEICIAL CONTENDED THAT BOTH EERHAT ABBAS AND CHEIKH 
KHEIREDDINE DENIED, UNDER INITIAL INTERROGATION.BDTHAT THEY HAD SIGNE 
D APPEAL AND FOURTH SIGNER, HOCINE 
LAHOUEL, CLAIMED HE HAD BEEN "MANIPULATED." 

C. LAHOUEL WAS APPARENTLY DETAINED SEVERAL HOURS 
BEEORE BEN KHEDDA'S VISIT TO JOURNALIST'S OFEICE, 

INDICATING THAT POLICE ALREADY AWARE THAT SOME ACTIVITY 
AFOOT. 

D. JOURNALIST BELIEVES THAT JEUNE AFRIQUE 
REPRESENTATIVE, WHO WAS EXPELLED FROM COUNTRY EARLY 
MARCH 10, BROKE STOP TO OUTSIDE WORLD. IT FIRST 
APPEARED, IN BRIEF FORM, IN FRENCH NEWSPAPER ZLIBERATION" ' 

AND WAS THEM IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED BY REUTERS AND AEP 
REPORTS PROM ALGIERS. 

E. JOURNALIST'S CONCLUSION IS THAT BEN KHEDDA WAS 
NOT MAKING "ACT OF CONSCIENCE" APPEAL AS LAST, 

DESPERATION MOVE. JOURNALIST BELIEVES THAT RELEASE 
OF APPEAL PROBABLY PART OF WELL CONCEIVED PLAN WHICH 
WILL CONTINUE TO UNFOLD. 

2. GOA HAS NOT REACTED PURTHER TO PUBLICATION OF 
APPEAL FOLLOWING OFFICIAL EDITORIAL MARCH 12. NO 
UNUSUAL ACTIVITY ON PART OF SECURITY PORCES NOTED 
OVER WEEKEND. REGIME SEEMED ENTIRELY PREOCCUPIED WITH 
FIDEL CASTRO'S VISIT. 
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